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Cinque Ports

Java, the West Indies, Brazil, Egypt, and the Malabar Coast. The most important species is the Ceylon cinnamon tree, allied to the camphor tree, the cassia, and other aromatic plants. The cinnamon tree naturally attains a height of 20 to 30 ft. but the cultivated trees are not allowed to grow higher than 10 ft. The bark is of a grayish-brown color, internally of a yellowish red. The fruit is brown when ripe, and somewhat like an acorn in shape. The finest cinnamon is yielded by the
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younger branches of the tree, especially by the numerous shoots which spring up from the stump after a tree has been cut down. The smell is delightfully fragrant, and the taste pungent and aromatic, with a mixture of sweetness and astringency. It is used like other spices by cooks and confectioners, and also in medicine as a tonic, stomachic, and carminative.

The constituents of cinnamon are a volatile oil, tannin, starch, mucilage, woody-fibre, resin, coloring matter, with an acid. Oil of cinnamon is extracted by a process of distillation. It is largely used in the preparation of perfumery. Oil of cinnamon leaf is prepared from the leaves, and is met with in commerce under the name of clove oil, which it much resembles in odor. The fruit yields a concrete oil, called cinnamon suet, which is highly fragrant.

Cinnamon Stone, also known as Esson-ite or Hessonite, is a mineral of the garnet group, a lime-alumina garnet, CasAlsSiaOis, which has to some extent been used as a precious stone. It is hyacinth-red or cinnamon in color, and very beautiful.

Cino da Pistoja, (1268-1336), Italian poet and lawyer, was born at Pistoja. Consult Rossetti's Dante and His Circle.

Cinq-Mars, Henri Coiffier de Ruse, Marquis de, (1620-42), French nobleman and consp'rator, favorite of Louis xin; was executed for his participation in a plot to murder Cardinal Richelieu.

Cinque-cento. This term, an Italian abbreviation for the year 1500, describes the change of mode and thought regarding art which arose in Italy as one of the consequences of the revival of letters. Gothic architecture had already in the I5th century shown signs of deterioration. In the i6th century, with one impulse, the mind of the Italian people sprang back over the fifteen hundred years of Gothic art and expression into the heart of classic taste and art. Roman and Grecian detail were applied to modern methods of building with freedom and spirit, and the result exhibited both vigor and life. The best-known examples are: St. Peter's and the Vatican palace, in Italy; in France, the Louvre, and many others; in England, St. Paul's, London.

Cinquefoil, in architecture, a Gothic ornament much employed in the stone decoration of windows or panels.

Two Forms of Cinque foil.

Cinque Ports, seaports of S.E. England possessing peculiar privileges and a special history. The origin of the Cinque Ports may possibly be traced back to the days of Roman rule in England. After the Norman conquest these same ports were made the object of attack by the Danes, and in return for their services then and previously they were